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SIMPLICITY

Standard motorcycles make great beginner bikes but they’re also really nice all-purpose bikes. 
Some people start with a standard and move on to a specialty bike, like a cruiser or racer or 
dual-sport, and end up keeping the standard. They’ve been around so long there are lots of 
used ones on the market.

The upright riding position makes it easy to look around without having to bend your head 
into uncomfortable positions. The controls lie exactly where your hands and feet naturally 
rest, which means it’s easier to deal with emergencies. It’s also very well balanced, with your 
center of gravity exactly in the middle of the bike.

Standards come “naked” without plastic coverings, fairings, or any kind of bling. This means 
that when you drop it you won’t be breaking a lot of expensive parts.

Many manufacturers stopped making standard bikes under 250ccs, but there are plenty of 
older models on the used market that make great starter and around-town bikes.

Classic. Retro. Naked.
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COOLLow. Laid-back.

Take a standard bike, extend the front fork, put a teardrop gas tank in front of the 
lowered seat, and you’ve got a cruiser. You’ll need to reach a bit more forward with 
your feet to find the foot pegs, but that all contributes to the “laid-back” styling of 
this kind of motorcycle.

Cruisers are good bikes to learn on because they’re low enough for most people to 
get both feet flat on the ground, which gives you better balance and more confi-
dence.

They come “naked” so if you drop it you’re not breaking a lot of expensive options. 
But once you’ve got the hang of  it, you may be tempted to add saddlebags, a small 
windscreen, maybe even tie on a sleeping bag and tent and take off on a classic 
American backroads journey.
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KYMCO People

KYMCO is an example of the many 
relatively new companies that offer 
low-cost scooters and motorcycles.   
KYMCO’s  “People” scooter  come 
in  various sizes designed to fit you 
from 50cc to 200cc.

Vespa

Vespa scooters are classics and 
you might find that your first two-
wheeler is a “keeper” for life. There 
are lots of old Vespas for sale, and 

they’re easy enough to work on 
that you might even consider res-

toration on your own.

Scooter

http://www.vespausa.com/
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UTILITARIANClassy. Practical.

Scooters are ideal entrees into the world of motorcycling because they have automatic 
transmissions and feet-on-the-floor positioning so you can concentrate on staying up-
right and cornering.

Many scooter riders decide they want to try motorcycling, but many decide to stick 
with scooters. Why? Because they’re ideal commuter vehicles that are comfortable to 
ride while wearing street clothes and shoes. 

As gas prices rise so do scooter sales, and manufacturers are eager to offer lots of op-
tions like candy colors, matching accessories, and special-purpose models like high-per-
formance touring scooters and even three-wheeled all-terrain machines. 
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This series of booklets will provide the basics of what you need to shop intelligently for the right motorcycle and gear 
for your riding style. They will be available to download as individual booklets to be read online for free, or you will be 
able to buy the complete book. Stay tuned: Join the mailing list on the author’s website: CarlaKing.com

Beginner Bikes•	 : Standard, cruiser, sport, dual-sport, dirt, and scooter.
Lingo•	 : Rake and trail, wheelbase, clearance, drum vs disc brakes, chain vs belt vs shaft drive.
Gear•	 : Jackets, pants, boots, gloves, helmets. Leather, Cordura©, mesh. Practical fashion.
Accessories and Modifications•	 : Lower seat hight. Add options. Customization. Bling!
Resources•	 : Learning to ride.
and more!•	
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